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New Still lives and Figure paintings 
Phil Tyler-Ensembles and Configurations
Since the start of 2020, Phil Tyler has 
embarked on a new body of paintings 
collectively entitled Ensembles and 
Configurations. These recent paintings 
have their roots in his abstract paintings 
from the 1980s, where he was concerned 
with gestural abstraction and the formal 
interplay between positive marks and 
negative space.  
He was interested in a kind of pictorial 
architecture that spanned the space of 
the canvas and created a series of visual 
tensions.
By the early 90’s his work had turned 
figurative, dissatisfied with the way that 
relied on a formulaic structure, he want-
ed to make a direct response to the fig-
ure, but without access to a model he 
worked from his own nude reflection.  
After the sudden death of his mother 
this body of work took on even greater 
significance as he explored his experienc-
es of grief and loss. 
By the late 90’s, he began a series of still 
life paintings of tables, chairs, and other 
domestic objects. These explored the tenta-
tive and often fragile intimate relationships 
of the home. The motifs would eventual-
ly transform into groups of figures in and 
around gallery spaces, as he became 
fascinated with their various grouping
During Xmas 2019 museum visitors  milled 
around the Rijks Museum in Amsterdam, 
looking at the paintings of Velsaquez, 
Frans Hals and Rembrandt forming 
Baroque tableaus, ensembles of people, 
acting out some silent drama in a cavernous 
space of light and dark.
This provided the initial impetus to make 
the Ensemble series.
Ensemble i
Acrylic on Board
40 x 40cm
Ensemble ii
Acrylic on Board
40 x 40cm
Ensemble vi
Oil on Board
40 x 40cm
Ensemble iv
Acrylic on Board
40 x 40cm
Ensemble iii
Acrylic on Board
40 x 40cm
Ensemble viii
Acrylic on Board
40 x 40cm
Ensemble v
Oil on Board
40 x 40cm
Ensemble viii
Oil on Board
40 x 40cm
Ensemble vii
Acrylic on Board
40 x 40cm
Ensemble xii
Oil on Board
40 x 40cm
Ensemble xiii
Oil on Board
40 x 40cm
Ensemble xi
Oil on Board
40 x 40cm
Ensemble xiv
Oil on Board
40 x 40cm
Ensemble viii
Acrylic on Board
40 x 40cm
Ensemble xxiii
Oil on Canvas 
40 x 40cm
Ensemble xviii 
Oil on Canvas 
40 x 40cm
Ensemble xix 
Oil on Canvas 
40 x 40cm
Ensemble xx 
Oil on Canvas 
100 x 100cm
Ensemble xx 
Oil on Canvas 
100 x 100cm
Ensemble xvii 
Oil on Canvas 
100 x 100cm
Ensemble xx 
Oil on Canvas 
100 x 100cm
Ensemble xxi Oil on Canvas 100 x 150cm
Ensemble Xiv
Oil on Board
60 x 60cm
For the last four years Tyler 
has embarked on an 
ambitious new body of 
self portraits. 
The Edward St series 
explores a figure trapped 
in a space reminiscent of a 
Francis Bacon cubic frame,  
a place to confront the self, 
to revisit the themes of loss 
and grief that had so 
poignantly surfaced in the 
early 90’s   These dark 
foreboding figures try to 
come to terms with their 
own mortality, wrestle with 
their identity and sense of 
place.  This series continues 
to grow and has reached 
over 300 paintings.
The meaning is lost
Oil on Board
60 x 60cm
This means something
Oil on Board
40 x 40cm
Speak no evil
Oil on Board
30 x 30cm
Detail of Edward St
Oil on Board
40 x 40cm
Head (after Bacon)
Oil on Board
40 x 40cm
Head
Oil on Board
40 x 40cm
Head 
Oil on Board
20 x 20cm
Detail of “100 Days”
Oil on Canvas
100 x 100cm
Narcissus 4
Oil on Board
30 x 30cm
Narcissus 3
Oil on Board
30 x 30cm
Narcissus
Oil on Board
30 x 30cm
Loads of tiny things
Oil on Board
40 x 40cm
Configuration iv
Oil on Canvas
71 x 91cm
Configuration i
Oil on Canvas
61 x 91cm
Configuration ii
Oil on Canvas
71 x 91cm
Configuration iii
Oil on Board
51 x 72cm
Detail of Configuration V
Oil on Canvas
100 x 100cm
Detail of Configuration V
Oil on Canvas
100 x 100cm
Configuration vi
Acrylic on Board
30 x 30cm
Configuration vii
Acrylic on Board
30 x 30cm
Configuration viii
Acrylic on Board
30 x 30cm
Configuration ix
Oil on Canvas
100 x 120cm
Configuration xii
Acrylic on Board
30 x 30cm
Configuration xi
Acrylic on Board
30 x 30cm
Configuration xvi
Acrylic on Board
20 x 20cm
Configuration xiv
Acrylic on Board
60 x 60cm
Configuration v
Oil on Canvas
100 x 100cm
As 2020 unfolded, it became 
apparent that looking out-
ward was less important 
than looking inward. So 
whilst the Ensemble paint-
ings offered the opportunity 
to look out into space,the 
emotional tensions of the 
domestic, the configuration 
series explores the tenuous 
balance of relationships has 
informed the new series of 
still life interiors.  The world 
has undergone a paradigm 
shift and this precariousness 
has left has all feeling 
uncertainty.
Configuration vv
Oil on Canvas
100 x 120cm
Configuration x  Oil on Canvas  100 x 120cm
Configuration  xiii Oil on Canvas  100 x 120cm
Configuration xix, Oil on Canvas, 60 x 60cm
Configuration xx, Oil on Canvas, 60 x 60cm WIP
Configuration xviii,  
Oil on Canvas, 60 x 60cm
Configuration xxi, 
Oil on Canvas, 
Configuration 
Card Relief print
Configuration 
Lino print
Configuration iv  Etching and Aquatint
Configuration xv  Etching and Aquatint
